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Wind in the Willows

For one night only on 24t October an amazing cast of mainly year 7 and 8 students put
on a performance of ‘Wind in the willows’. The story told of Ratty, Mole, Badger and Toad
on their adventures with the ‘Riverbankers’ and the scary ‘Wildwooders’. Everyone put
their heart and soul into rehearsals which really paid off with an excellent evening of
singing, dancing and acting.

Christmas Showcase

On 5 December the choir, chamber choir and orchestra took part in a celebration of
festive music with their annual ‘Christmas showcase’ concert. They performed to a
packed audience who thoroughly enjoyed getting into the ‘Christmas spirit’. We had great
performances of classic Christmas hits from the orchestra, such as ‘Jingle Bells’ right
through to ‘Baby its cold outside’. The choir performed different styles of music from ‘A
winter’s night’ through to ‘Do you want to build a snowman’ from Frozen. The choir and
chamber choir also wowed us with their acapella performances of ‘O come, O come
Emmanuel’ and ‘O Holy Night'. There were many duets and groups singing more
contemporary Christmas hits from artists such as Sia and Ariana Grande. Well done to all
involved!



Personal Development/PSHE. This term we have looked at:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 ¥Yearll
Transition Relationships Facism Relationships Identify and

(1) mental health
Community - E-Safety Transition Finance and the | Citizenship —
Friendship — Protecting change and ECONOMY How can we
making new personal resilience become
friends, information- political leaders
respectful Cyberfirst
behaviours
Bullying — CEOPS (Online | Careers and Preparing for
challenging safety) Enterprise next steps
bullving
Mental Health Citizenship - CEOPS (Online Finance and the
Education Laws safety) ECONnOMmy
Project

On our alternative curriculum days our students in years 7-10 had opportunities to take
part in a variety of activities related to theme of ingenuity and creativity, led by Whitburn
staff and visiting speakers. The aims of the day were to embrace creativity and design,
challenge stereotypes associated with STEM subjects and develop employability skills.

Year 7 students participated in the full day
“Enterprise soapbox challenge” run by the
Inspirational Learning group.

The aims of the day were to embrace
creativity and design, challenge
stereotypes associated with STEM subjects
and develop employability skills. The
challenge involved the students creating a
soap brand, product and an advertising
campaign. Students worked in teams of 6
to become a business for the day.
Successful businesses then presented
their amazing soap brand on stage in front
of a panel of judges.

Year 9 students had the opportunity to
complete a Dragons Den business
enterprise activity working in groups to
create a solution to one of 3 challenges
that had been set. The success criteria
was that their ideas were innovative,
practical and used emerging technology.
The students came up with some
wonderfully creative solutions whilst
demonstrating key employability skills. Year
9 also enjoyed a science investigation and
Art practical Vinci in addition to receiving
their “Launch” talk on developing mindset
with our guest speaker.

Year 8 students were engaged in
computing practical activities led by our
Computing team — This involved
investigating and using Al stories and
images and how Al can be used in the
workplace. The students had a “Launch”
motivational talk on developing mindset by
Andrew Bernard and completed a variety of
classroom-based team building activities
and lateral thinking challenges.

Year 10 students also completed a
Dragons Den business enterprise activity,
an aspirations launch talk, problem-solving
challenges such as shelter building run by
our Maths team as well as confidence and
motivation workshops.



Year 11 were engaged in activities to prepare them for their next steps. All students had 1
to 1 mock interviews with visiting employers who were so complimentary about our
students and how they handled the interviews. The students also had an aspirations talk
with Andrew Bernard in lecture theatre and attended some motivating revision strategy
intervention sessions across the day.

Year 7

Year 7 Assembly of Light - We welcomed
our year 7 students into our Whitburn
Community by lighting an individual candle
to symbolise their new start with us and
serves as a reminder of how each pupil
shines in their own right.

Alternative Curriculum Day - Soapbox
Challenge - Year 7 spent alternative
curriculum day planning, advertising and
producing their very own soap. Pupils
worked together in groups of 6 and took on
different roles throughout the day, ending in
a presentation to the rest of the year group.
Pupils really enjoyed this day and each
took away some soap to use at homel!

Different Voices - Year 7 were given a
musical performance from Different Voices
in November. Pupils were introduced to live
music and different types of instruments
and encouraged to speak to the music
department if they wanted to take up
instrumental lessons. During the session,
pupils had the opportunity to use their
voices in different ways — through song!

Christmas Toy Appeal - Our school community have been collecting toys for the Key to
Life Project located in South Tyneside to support those struggling over Christmas. Our



Year 7 & 8 Council Reps helped to bag all donations up and deliver them to the Key
Project with Santa himself!
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Year 7 & 12 reading buddies - Our Year 12 sixth form students have been reading out
loud with small groups of year 7 pupils each week during registration. Not only is this
increasing confidence with reading out loud, it is also forming some lovely mentoring
relationships between the pupils.

Why Queue? - Year 7 were given a
presentation from Theatre Space North
East called Why Queue? This interactive
session delivered the message of
sustainable travel, with the aim to
encourage as many pupils as possible to
walk to school or use public transport.
Pupils all agreed they can make some
changes to help the environment.

Year 7 Christmas Party - Our year 7 Christmas Party was so much fun; photobooths,
games and karaoke, even a visit from Santa who delivered chocolates to some pupils on
the nice list!



Year 8

Bright Futures - Hannah from Bright Futures facilitated an assembly for Year 7 and 8 girls
entitled, “Girls Standing Up.” The aim of their new project is to tackle violence against
women and girls and the gender stereotypes that contribute to this.

Girls Standing Up! is our newest project here at:
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South Tyneside Youth Council Media Event - On Monday 11th November South
Tyneside Council held a media event at The Word in South Shields. 5 of our Year 8
students attended the event to learn about different media concepts and opportunities
within South Tyneside.



Year 9

Duke of Edinburgh Launch - In October we launch the Duke of Edinburgh Award
scheme to Year 9 students. This is an internationally recognised award for young people,
which is highly regarded by universities and employers alike as it demonstrates
commitment, teamwork skills, independence and good organisational skills. We received a



large number of application responses which, unfortunately, meant there were some very
disappointed students.
Some key provisional dates are below:

Parents Meeting: 6pm on Thursday 16th January

Group 1: Training — Wed 9th April 2025
Day Walk — Thurs 10th April 2025
Qualifier — Thurs 1st — Fri 2nd May 2025

Group 2: Training — Mon 7th April 2025
Day Walk — Tues 8th April 2025
Qualifier — Thurs 8th — Fri 9th May 2025

Mason French Memorial Week - From Monday 21st October — Friday 25th October we
held a memorial week, remembering Mason French. Mason was a student of ours who, at
11 years of age, sadly lost his life in a tragic road accident in October 2022. In registration
that week, students carried out some work around road safety and in a fitting tribute to
Mason, we sold yum-yums — Mason’s favourite sweet treat - every breaktime for all year
groups; we raised £240 for Bikeability Charity. Year 9 students also held an additional
assembly focusing on Road Safety, particularly about keeping safe over the winter
months. Mason’s friends also shared some lovely memories with the rest of the year group
in celebration of his life.

Y9 Alternative Curriculum Day - Students competed in groups in a ‘Dragons’ Den’
Business Enterprise Activity. They also completed a CSI Science investigation, along with
Genius Da Vinci art and design based practical session using various mediums; all
designed to embrace creativity and design.




Y9 trip to Edinburgh - In May, 50 year 9 students will be visiting Edinburgh. They will be
spending the morning at Edinburgh Zoo where they will be able to connect to nature in
ways meaningful to them with the ultimate aim of creating a world where nature is
protected, valued and loved. Making nature more accessible is fundamental because
people protect and value what they love and understand! Through our zoos students can
realise the mental and physical health and wellbeing benefits of being close to nature. In
the afternoon, students will visit the theatre where they will watch a West End Production
of The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. The students will be exposed to this different
social environment which will help them to develop many interpersonal skills that are
required in life. It will also develop communication and language skills and inspire
creativity.

Year 10

Year 10 have had a fantastic start to the Autumn Term settling well into new options
subjects and classes.

, Motivational Speaker - We were thrilled to
* Excell: ‘or All \ L
' welcome motivational coach and speaker
Cam Parker who came to talk to students
about their mindset, goals and actions in
Year 10 and beyond.

Biology Dissection - Students in Biology
were given the fascinating opportunity to
see a sheep’s heart.

Duke of Edinburgh - Mr Sheard and Mrs
Murray were thrilled to see so many
students complete their Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh certificates.

Sixth Form Parents Evening - A small
group of students were selected to support



with the sixth form parents evening. They
displayed excellent conduct.

Year 11

Charity Day - On Friday 25th October, year 11 led the first Charity Day of this academic
year, to raise money for their chosen charity, The Teenage Cancer Trust. This is a charity
close to our hearts as one of our students is currently receiving treatment for Leukaemia
and The Teenage Cancer Trust have been a great support to him over the past year.
Students attended school in non-uniform and were asked to donate £1 to raise funds.
There was also a whole school karaoke event which was a huge success, despite the fire
alarm sounding half way through, disturbing the nearly one thousand students belting out
“Someone Like You”! The respect and support shown by our students was wonderful to
witness. In total, a whopping £1,130.36 was raised by both events. Thank you to all of you
who supported this worthy cause.

House Captains - Our House Captains have been hard at work, raising money for various
charities and getting involved in events with members of our community. In the warmer
months, they gave up their break times to sell ice-pops, raising funds for the school. They
then took the lead in selling Yum-Yums on a break time to raise money for Bike-ability in
Mason French’s memory. They are also going to support the year 9 team in their
fundraising efforts by taking the lead in “Guess the number of sweets” and “Name the
Bear” in the last week of term.

Operation Teacup! - On 6th December, we invited some of our local community into
school to help get them into the Christmas spirit. This involved the choir and orchestra
performing a selection of Christmas songs and our House Captains supported by making
tea and coffee for our guests and serving them tasty treats. Both Rington's and Dickson's
made generous contributions for our guests and a great time was had by all!



Year 11 Careers Fayre - Our Annual Year 11 Careers Fayre took place on Wednesday
25th September. Over 40 exhibitors offering post 16/18 provision and apprenticeship
providers along with local employers from a number of different career sectors were in to
spend time with our Year 11’s as they begin to make their important post 16 pathway and
future career decisions. The feedback from both students and visitors alike was very
positive and the event continues to grow year on year.

This has been followed up by a number of career related assemblies delivered by the ASK
Apprenticeship Service and our local colleges who have been discussing T-level and other
vocational learning options that are available once students have completed their GCSEs
in the summer.

Y11 Alternative Curriculum Day - As part of the Alternative Curriculum Day in October
the Year 11’s took part in a very successful Mock Interview Programme. A number of
recruitment specialists and local employers came in to give our students a taste of the
interview process that will have hopefully give them a good insight into the process
particularly for those students looking at an apprenticeship programme Post 16/18. Our
visitors were very impressed with our Year 11’s describing them as polite, respectful and
well prepared which will stand them in good stead for their future progression.
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The Attendance league - Autumn term produced some big scores and we’re into the final
week of term before there’s another round of promotions and relegations. Who will be our
KS3 and KS4 winners with sausage and bacon sarnies in Form when we return? Who will
be the year group winners enjoying doughnuts, muffins and yum yums? Every day, every
single half day counts.

Feeling unwell in the morning but perk up by lunch? Get yourself into school for the
afternoon!

Feel a bit ropey when you first get up? Drag yourself into school; you'll probably feel okay
once your friends cheer you up, and if not, we’ll send you home in the afternoon.
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Young Carers - Young Carers have been into school to do the Young Carers Catch

up on 10th September, 8th October, 5th November and 3rd December. Anybody who is a
Young Carer or thinks they might be a Young Carer can pop along and speak to staff from
the Young Carers. The next dates they will be in school is 14th January, 4th Feb and 4th
March 2025 in Room 30.

If anyone would like more information about Young Carers please contact Miss Kassapian
in school or visit the Young Carers Website.



Young
Carers

Areyoua
Young Carer? ,

A Young Carer s someons oged 25 and under who helps to core for a
parent, sister, brother, grandpanrent or anather indbvidual becouse
they have an liness, disobility, mental health difficulty or an addiction

il you are oged 18-25 and care for someons, you are also known as
Young Adult Carer.

¥ you have a Young Carer ID Coard, plects show this Lo a
mamibeer of SLofl wiho will D@ oble Lo SuUpPOTt you

¥ you do not have one of these conds butl recognise yoursell
as a Young or Young Adult Canar our stoff con hedp.,

How we can help?

Take time to talk and lsten to you to
understand your caring role

Otter floxibility in education to support
you with your attendance and work

Discuss what you nead to bo able
to enjoy your day and not

womy about the parson

you care for

Signpost you to other servicos
who can help you

Prowvide time out and a safa
spoce to talk if neaded

For moie ndarmation obout Young Corers support and ID Cord, please ask o member of siall for on
inlormmation booklet or contoct us directly ot www southiyneside gov uk fyoungcaorers
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Designated Safeguarding Leads in school - If you have any concerns about a child’s
welfare or safety please speak to one of the schools safeguarding team. If you are unsure
wo to contact, ask any member of staff and they will put you in touch with someone who
will help.

These staff include:

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Mrs Tennet

Senior Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead Miss Kassapian

Mirs Tonnat uu.l(uup-m
Assistant Haad




As well as the following Deputy DSLs:

Mr Crowe - Principal

Miss Smith — Deputy Head Teacher

Mr Shaw - Deputy Head Teacher

Mr Craggs - Assistant Headteacher/Head of Sixth Form
Mrs Avary - SENCo

Mrs Ferguson — Pastoral Lead Year 7

Mrs Coyne — Pastoral Lead Year 8

Mrs Fielding — Pastoral Lead Year 9

Mrs Murray — Pastoral Lead Year 10

Miss Elleithy — Pastoral Lead Year 11

Mrs Henderson — Academic Transition Lead
Mrs Latimer Mills — Key Stage 4 Progress Lead
Miss Manning Pastoral Lead 6th Form

Mrs McAvoy — Assistant SENCo

Support Agencies — if you have concerns about a child, you can contact the following
services:

South Tyneside Children’s Services

0191 424 5010 Monday to Thursday - 8.30am to 5pm
Friday - 8.30am to 4.30pm

0191 456 2093 Outside of the above time

For more Information and advice free phone the NSPCC on 08088005000

Sunderland — Social Care Together for Children

Contact Children's Safeguarding on 0191 561 7007 (Monday to Thursday, 8.30am to
5.15pm and Friday, 8.30am to 4.45pm)

Out Of Hours team on 0191 520 5560 (Monday to Thursday, 5.15pm to 8.30am or Friday
from 4.45pm to 8.30am on Monday).

Police — Emergency 999
Non Emergency 101

World Mental Health Day October 10th
2024 - On 10th October we acknowledged
World Mental Health and Healthy Minds came
in at lunch time so students could speak to
them and learn more about the work that they
do.

If you would like more information about the
Healthy Minds Team please contact Miss
Kassapian at school or Healthy Minds on
0191 2832936

Web: www.southtynesidementalhealth.nhs.uk

Mental Health Ambassadors Mental Health Support Contact

We have a group of students apply to be Numbers

Mental Health Ambassadors. They have Lifecycle - free mental and emotional
received their badges and met with Miss health support via telephone and face-to-

Kassapian and going to be working with face appointments - 0191 2832937


http://www.southtynesidementalhealth.nhs.uk/

Miss Boswell and Miss Kassapian next
year. We are going to be planning some
things for Children’s Mental Health Week
from 3rd — 9th Feb 2025. The theme this
year is ‘Know Yourself, Grow Yourself”
which is about encouraging children and
young people across the UK to embrace
self awareness and explore what it means
for them. More information to come in
2025!

Kooth came in on 14th November and did
an assembly for Year 10 on Exam Stress.
School have recently sent a letter out from
Kooth to remind students and parents that
they can access support from Kooth all
Year round.

More information can be found on
Kooth.com

CYPS - free mental health support for
young people who are experiencing
serious mental iliness or symptoms of ill
mental health: 0191 5665500

ICTS (Crisis) Team - free emergency
support for young people who present an
immediate risk to themselves or others -
0191 5665500—then ask for the ICTS
Team

youngminds.org.uk — a leading charity for
children and young people’s mental health.
Advice also for parents/carers.

Special Feature - Sextortion

METROPOLITAN
POLICE

-
internet
matters.org

‘Sextortion' is the short name for 'financially motivated sexual extortion’. It is a type of
online blackmail where criminals threaten to share sexual pictures, videos, or information
about you. They may be trying to take money from you or forcing you to do something
else you don’t want to.

Anyone can be a victim of sextortion. However, young people aged between 15 to 17, and
adults aged under 30 are often most at risk.

How to recognise sextortion

Sextortion can be committed by individuals, but organised crime gangs are usually behind
it.

Criminals often target people through dating apps, social media, webcams, or
pornography sites. They may use a fake identity to befriend people online.

Why a young person might share nudes

Not all children who share nudes do so because they feel coerced.

In some cases, they might want to. However, this is often because they believe they might
get something in return. This could include getting a modelling job, money, gift cards, a
new mobile phone or other ‘gifts’.

Additionally, sextortion can actually come from someone your child is in a relationship
with. They might share an image with the recipient who then pressures them for more.
Research shows that this can happen to anyone from any background and at any age.
The FBI, for instance, have interviewed victims as young as 8!

Many of these scams target teenage boys.

Tips for protecting_your child:

* Review their privacy settings. Criminals are less likely to target them if they can’t see
who your friends and family are.

+ Tell them if they’re not comfortable speaking to the person or being contacted by



https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgOjUteCxigMVxZlQBh1WuxkyEAAYASAAEgIFXPD_BwE

someone they don’t know, end the chat quickly.

» If you have any doubts about the person or are worried you are being targeted, report
it.

What to do if your child has been targeted

* Don'’t panic, help and support is available.

» Ensure all communication is stopped with the offender immediately.

+ Don'’t pay, even if you are tempted, as there is no guarantee that this will stop the
threats.

Save the evidence:

* Make a note of usernames, email addresses, phone numbers and bank account
numbers

* Collect URL links to where your images or information is being shared online.

* Most social media sites have rules against sharing intimate content without consent.
You should be able to get the material removed.

+ Contact the Police.

CLICK HERE

Advice for parents or
carers of children

who are being

sexually extorted or

‘sextorted’

IWF

Internet
Watch
Foundation

School Nurses and Health Support - Students are able to speak to the School Nurses
during the School Nurse Drop in on a Wednesday Lunch Time in Meeting Room 1.
Students can pop in or can speak to Miss Kassapian or their Pastoral Lead to make an
appointment. Students can also get advice or make an appointment via Chat Health by
Texting 07480635607 .


https://www.iwf.org.uk/resources/sextortion/parents-and-carers/

The School Nurses have been in to do Health Promotion over several dinner times and
have discussed topics such as Dangers of Vaping, Dangers around Inhaled Substances
and Alcohol Awareness. The Team will be back in school in January doing Health
Promotion around Healthy Eating.

If anyone would like more information about any of the issues discussed they can contact
the school nurses via Chat Health or contact Matrix Young People’s Drug and Alcohol
Service on 0191 4975637 or email enquiries@ypmatrix.org_

NHS

1-19
YEARS OLD?

Send a meswsge 1o

07480
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Holiday Activities - Children and young people who are eligible for benefit related free
school meals in South Tyneside can attend free activity sessions throughout the 2024 /
2025 winter holidays. The activities and food provision will take place at various venues
from Monday 23 December 2024 until Friday 3 January 2025. All events are subject to
availability and booking is essential

Holiday = 0=
acavities @

Foryoung people aged 5-16 years (18 SEND) and
in receipt of benefit related free school meals.

0191 4240118, haf@southtyneside.gov.uk
www.southtyneside.gov.uk/holidayclub

Eookings will start bo open froen Monday Ind December
SCANME
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Anti-Bullying Week 2024 - During Anti-Bullying week, our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
participated in a training session led by Miss Morrell, our Anti-Bullying Ambassador Lead,
during which they explored the recognised definition of bullying, considered signs of
bullying behaviour and engaged in discussions about the impact of bullying.

On Tuesday 12th November staff and students participated in Odd Sock Day, a fun and
creative event aimed at celebrating what makes us all unique.

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors ran a lunch time session inviting students along to design
their own odd socks which were displayed on the “Whitburn Washing Line”.


https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460

Special Feature - What is Bullying?

Bullying is any repeated behaviour that intentionally hurts someone else. It can be
physically or emotionally hurtful, or both. It can happen anywhere.

Bullying is never okay or excusable. It can have a huge impact on a young person’s
wellbeing. It can also have a longer-term effect on their mental health, even after it has
stopped.

What are the signs?

If a child or young person is being bullied, they might:

e seem worried, anxious or low

» avoid school or the place where the bullying is happening, for example by often saying
they feel unwell

* have unexplained injuries such as bruises or scratches

* have belongings that get ‘lost’ or damaged

+ seem less confident in themselves or show signs of low self-esteem

« withdraw from other people

» struggle more with their schoolwork

» get upset or panicky, or have outbursts of unexplained anger

» show changes in their behaviour, such as suddenly dressing very differently to ‘fit in’

* actin a bullying way towards others

» eat or sleep significantly more or less than usual

» It's important to remember that there could be lots of other reasons for these changes.
If you’ve noticed some of these signs, the next step is to talk to your child or young person
to find out what’s going on.

How to talk to your child about bullying

1. Choose the right time.

Make sure you can give your child your full attention. They might feel more comfortable




talking in the car when you're not looking directly at them. Or they might prefer to do it at
home. Be led by how they’re feeling.

2. Listen and reassure.

Remain calm, even if you're upset or angry. Your child might be feeling scared or
embarrassed. You can help them respond to what’s happening in a way that feels right to
them.

3. Help them get their feelings out.

Some children respond well to having a journal to draw or write their feelings in. This can
be useful if they’re confused or ashamed about what’s happening.

4. Get more advice, if needed.

If you want more in-depth advice you can use our advice ontalking about difficult topics.
If you believe your child is being bullied at school because others are repeatedly and
intentionally being mean and unkind over time then you MUST talk to the school. It doesn't
matter whether the bullying is happening on the premises, outside or online. We have a
responsibility to protect our students from bullying.

When you're aware that bullying is happening, the first person to contact should be the
Pastoral Lead. The School’s anti-bullying policy is also_linked here.

Report bullying online or on social media

As well as supporting your child emotionally, there are practical steps you can take if the
bullying has taken place on an online platform, such as a social media app or online
gaming chat room.

A common response may be to completely remove your child's internet access or mobile
phone. However, this is unlikely to solve things. They may try to access the internet
elsewhere or secretly.

Instead:

- have open conversations

- review privacy settings

- use technology together rather than alone

- make sure your child knows how to block anyone who posts upsetting things. You can
usually find details of how to do this in the help or online safety area under Settings.

* Report anyone bullying your child to the platform where it's happened. Follow these
links to contact some of the most popular social media platforms and learn more about
blocking and reporting:

Instagram_

Snapchat

WhatsApp_

Facebook

Twitter/XSkype

+ CEOP Education has advice on online safety for young people. It’s suitable for different
age groups. The website shows children how to contact social media sites if they believe
someone has posted something upsetting about them.

For further information the following platforms are recommended:

YOUNGMINDS NSPCC

Student Voice - This term we have been busy electing our representatives in the following
roles:
* Form Representatives


https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/23-07-11-Anti-Bullying-policy.pdf
https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460
https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460
https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460
https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460
https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460
https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/2027460

* School Council Members
* Ambassadors (anti-bullying, environment, community and mental health)
Congratulations to all those who were successful!

We are in the process of canvassing student voice on the use of mobile phones within
school and comparing our Academy policy with that of other schools around the country.
The new school council will be summarising the findings at their first meeting before the
end of term.

Year 12-Year 7 Reading Buddies Scheme - Our inaugural Reading Buddies programme
began this term. All of our year 12 students are working with a small group of year 7
students and are listening to them read during form time every Tuesday. The programme
is designed to help increase the year 7 students’ confidence in reading aloud whilst also to
foster stronger links with sixth form and whole school. The sessions held so far have been
really successful with the year 12 students taking on responsibility and impressing in their
new roles.

Book Review by Mr Craggs, Head of
Sixth Form. ‘How to Grow a Grown Up’
by Dominique Thompson & Fabienne
Vailes.

We don’t do regular book reviews but this
book was really informative and | thought |

How To
would share it. As well as being Head of
Sixth Form, | am a Dad to two teenagers GrOW a

myself; a boy in Year 9 and a girl in Year

11. This book contains useful, evidence- ‘ : 0‘57
based advice on all of the things that worry r n

us as parents and educators. It covers

topics such as digital life, transition to uni, Up

mental health etc. For around £15, or free

to borrow from your local library, some of PI‘L‘ pare Yf}ul‘ TEL}H
you will be interested in checking it for the Real World
out: How to Grow a Grown Up: Prepare

your teen for the real world: Amazon.co.uk: Dr Dominique Thompson
Thompson, Dr Dominique, Vailes, & Fabienne Vailes

Fabienne: 9781785042782: Books

Year 12 and 13 HE Fayre - On Wednesday 25th September, we hosted our annual
Higher Education and School Leavers’ Fayre. There were 21 universities joined by
companies who offer A-Level students more vocational career pathways such as school


https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Grow-Grown-Up-Prepare/dp/1785042785
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Grow-Grown-Up-Prepare/dp/1785042785
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Grow-Grown-Up-Prepare/dp/1785042785
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Grow-Grown-Up-Prepare/dp/1785042785

leaver programmes and degree level apprenticeships. Feedback from our students
suggest they got a lot out of the event in terms of decisions on what and where to study,
and potential career paths for their futures. A number of the universities who attended the
event have been in touch with some fantastic feedback about our students:

Some quotes from those who attended:

Project trust: “Thanks for having us again! Your students are always very polite and
engaged when chatting, hopefully we have some interested in a placement.”

Womble Bond Dickinson: “We both thoroughly enjoyed attending the event at Whitburn
yesterday, the engagement from the students was really positive!”

University of Sunderland: “The event yesterday was brilliant, and it was good to see so
many Year 13 Students who were going to apply to Sunderland.”

Newcastle University: “Thank you for hosting the Sixth Form HE Event yesterday. Jas
and | enjoyed the afternoon, and had a lot of great questions from your students.”

The careers programme continues with employers from a range of careers sectors
delivering presentations to the students throughout the academic year. We also have a
dedicated Apprenticeships Recruitment Event planned for 13th February for those
considering alternatives to university. These events will continue to be advertised via form
slides and teams.
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at Whitburn C of E Academy

....and that includes ‘Santa Whitburn’ who made a special visit to the Y7 Christmas disco.



We look forward to welcoming you all back in the Spring Term which commences
Monday January 6th 2025.

170191529 3712
E office@whitburncofeacademy.org
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